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SERENDIPITY

The word "serendipity" means finding something good or useful by
chance, especially when you aren't looking for it. It's often used to
describe happy accidents or lucky discoveries.

Origin of the Word:

"Serendipity" was coined by English author Horace Walpole in 1754. He
got the idea from a Persian fairy tale called The Three Princes of
Serendip. In the story, the princes made discoveries by accident, thanks
to their sharp observation skills. "Serendip" is an old name for Sri Lanka.

Some serendipitous discoveries:

1. Penicillin

In 1928, Alexander Fleming found penicillin by accident when mold

killed bacteria in one of his petri dishes. This led to the first antibiotic.

2. Post-it Notes

A scientist at 3M created a weak glue by mistake. Later, his colleague

used it to stick papers in a book without tearing them, and the Post-it

Note was born.

3. Microwave Oven

Percy Spencer discovered microwave cooking when a chocolate bar in

his pocket melted near radar equipment. This led to the microwave

oven.

4. Velcro

George de Mestral invented Velcro after seeing how burrs stuck to his

dog’s fur. He copied the hooks and loops to make the fastener.

5. Potato Chips

In 1853, a chef made very thin, crispy potatoes after a customer

complained about thick fries. This created the first potato chips.

6. Slinky Toy

An engineer dropped a spring, and it "walked" across the floor. He

realized it could be a fun toy and called it the Slinky.

7. X-rays

Wilhelm Roentgen discovered X-rays in 1895 when he saw a screen

glowing from invisible rays while working on another experiment.
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Questions

« What does the word "serendipity" mean?

« Who discovered penicillin by accident?

« What did the 3M scientist create by mistake?

- What happened to Percy Spencer's chocolate bar near
radar equipment?

« Why did George de Mestral invent Velcro?

« When were X-rays discovered?

« Where does the word "serendipity" come from?

Let’s discuss

- Have you ever found something by accident? What
was it?

« Do you believe that good things can happen by
chance? Can you share an example?

« What is the best "happy accident" you have ever
experienced?

« Can you think of any situations where
"serendipity" could happen in your daily life?

« Why do you think the word "serendipity" is used to
describe lucky discoveries?

« If you found something valuable by accident,
would you keep it or share it with others? Why?

« How do you feel when you discover something by
chance?

« Do you think people search for serendipity, or does
it just happen?
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